Summary of Visit by Dr John Davies to Rhozen Observatory,Bulgaria. May 2005

The main objective of the visit was by a French group to explore Franco-Bulgarian co-operation. I joined the party to explore options in the wider OPTICON context and to promote the OPTICON Trans-National Access Programme. The French party comprised, M Boer, M Blanc, M Denefeld, M Aurriere and an optical engineer from the Observatoire de Haute Provence.

11 May 2005

Arrive Sofia afternoon

Meeting with representatives of the Academy of Science, incl Prof Naoum Yamikoff, Prof Nikola Sabotinov, Dr Assia Grigorova (responsible for France/Belgium/Swiss Liason).  Discussions about options for Franco-Bulgarian co-operation. We were joined in this meeting by the scientific attache from the French Embassy.

12 May 2005

Visit to Academy Building in Sofia.

Travel to Rhozen.

Informal discussion with Galin Borisov  (PhD student)

Visit to 2m telescope in evening.

Demonstration of new CCD camera, Focal plane reducer, coude spectrograph.

13 May 2005

Presentations by Director (K. Panov) and local staff on their research projects.

Lunch and Visit to Planetarium in nearby town

Presentation by JKD on OPTICON and access programme

14 May 2005

General discussion led by M Blanc on possible collaborations, transfer of spectrograph from OHP to Rhozen.  Key issues, shortage of technical personnel, need for new autoguider, cost of recoating mirror, better internet connectivity. Agreement to send a French technical mission to investigate the practicalities of such a transfer. Wider discussion on regional co-operation involving Prof Magda Stavinski (Romania).

Visit of Mr Howard Moore, (UNESCO ROTSE) and Dr Stane Pejovnik (Ljubljana). Offical inauguration of new CCD camera provided by UNESCO in the context of regional co-operation. Visits to other telescopes on site. Return to Sofia

15 May 2005

Rest day.

16 May 2005

Discussion with V Ivanov, G Borisov about possible collaborations and use of access programme to enable Bulgarian solar system team to apply to ESO in joint programmes. 
Return to Edinburgh.

